
Clarence High School PTO --  Meeting Minutes January 18, 2017 
 

Officers present:   
Julie Warman, President  
Janyce Phelps, First Vice President  
Jon Brennan, Communications Vice President  
Yvette Joshi, Treasurer  
Deann Powell, Recording Secretary.   
 
Also in attendance: Julie Mampe -Assistant Principal, Barb Steffan - Teacher Representative 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
 
Julie Warman called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 
 
Principal/Assistant Principal Report 
 
Julie Mampe began by thanking everyone for the Christmas cookies, which were much appreciated 
throughout the school. 

• Mid term exams will take place next week.  Transportation requests can be made online.  The 
campus will be open, but there will be teachers on hallway duty to help police the building.  Lunch 
will provided each day. 

• More technology is coming into the building from the state funding.  The administration is getting 
feedback from the teachers as to what they are finding useful and planning accordingly.  In the 
future, they may try to swap some of the iPads the school currently has with some of the Chrome 
books at one of the elementary schools as those are proving more useful.  Word processing 
happens a good deal more at the high school.  Cameras have been installed throughout the 
building and are providing live feeds.  In future they will also be recording, which will allow the 
administration to review any reported trouble.  At the moment they are working on making sure 
that as much of the school is covered as possible. 

• Julie Warman asked about the progress of the banner designed by the Art Department. Ken was 
going to check into that and PTO was possibly going to fund this.  Julie Mampe said she would 
check with Ken. 

• Julie Warman asked Julie Mampe to work with her to set a date for the teacher appreciation lunch 
that was held on May 4th last year.   

• Julie Warman requested that an email be sent to teachers asking them to submit any requests for 
funding that they may have at this point in the year.  Julie Mampe said she would do this after 
exam week.  A water station for the cafeteria is still a possibility. 
 
 

Board of Education Liaison 
 

• Tricia Andrews was unable to attend, but she asked that everyone be reminded that the first 
budget study session is scheduled for January 30th at 7:00 p.m. in the high school lecture hall.   
 

Teacher Representative 
 

• Barb felt that the T-shirt sale was a success.  She received some emails from people telling her that 
they liked the shirts.  Some felt that the shirts were too expensive and that the shipping costs were 
high, but several people have commented on the good quality of them. 

• She commented that the kids don’t know whether the cameras are on or off or if they are 
recording or not.  Yvette asked if the school anticipates the cameras stopping bad behavior.  Julie 
Mampe said it probably won’t stop things from happening, but it will provide a starting point for 



investigations after the fact.  At the moment, they are looking for blind spots and have some 
portable cameras that can be installed if they need them.  The front door cameras provide a live 
feed at all times.  There is a buzzer on the front door, but no security in the lobby.  Visitors are 
meant to report directly to the attendance office, but not everyone knows where to go.  There are 
walkie-talkies in attendance and the other offices so that if someone does walk in and go the 
wrong way, the administration can be notified.  There will also be cameras in the parking lot in the 
future. 

 
President 
 

• Yvette made a motion that the minutes from the November 15th meeting be approved.  Jon 
seconded the motion and no one objected.  The minutes are available on the PTO website. 

• The T-shirt sale made the PTO $744.  The PTO would like to do it again in the future, and has had 
very positive feedback.  

• Christmas cookies went well.  This was Joyce Jansen’s last year doing it.  She felt it went very well.  
The left overs were given to the custodial staff, who were very appreciative.  Although she did 
things the same as last year, this year she received more donations than in the past.  

• The Princeton Review tests went well, although there was a last minute problem with using the 
Lecture Hall. Julie Mampe explained that new technology was being installed and the installation 
took longer than anticipated. 

• PTO was on the agenda at the 8th grade orientation and Julie Warman gave a short speech.  Some 
donations came in and some names were added to the email list for incoming freshman parents.   

• Julie Warman is still working with Peter Scumachi and Interstate on how to allow students to use 
the pictures that are taken in school for their senior picture in the yearbook.   

• The annual scholarship awards are PTO biggest expense.  Last year PTO awarded a total eleven 
$200 scholarships for academic performance; one each in the following areas:  English, History, 
Math, French, Spanish, Latin, Science, Educational Achievement, Technology, Business, and Art.  
They also awarded five $100 scholarships for community service, three $100 scholarships for 
music (one each for Band, Chorus, and Orchestra) and the Jean Ellen Mayer awarded ($250).  PTO 
funds the first Jean Mayer Scholarship and then pays half of any additional scholarship that the 
family choses to award.  Everyone agreed to fund the same awards in 2017. 

• Julie Warman has had a request from the guidance department.  They are asking for funding to 
purchase AP review books for students who do not have the resources to purchase them 
themselves.  They have set a budget of $250 a year for this.  The teachers use the books in class 
and assign practice exams to the students as well.  Jon made a motion that we fund this up to the 
$250 limit and Yvette seconded.  No one objected.  The money will be made available to guidance 
as they need it throughout the end of the school year.  PTO will discuss whether this item should 
be added to the annual budget as a line item for funding. 
 

First Vice President 
 
• Janyce had nothing to report. 

 
Communications Secretary 
 

• Jon reported that the newsletter on MailChimp continues to get good open rates.  Forty to fifty 
percent of recipients open the email and about twenty percent click through various items.   

• The art that he has added to the newsletter has been well received.  Four students have been 
featured so far and he is working on getting additional items for future newsletters. 

• More volunteers are needed for Sleep Out and he also needs someone to come forward to take 
over for the event.  He would be happy to help someone through the transition, but they need to 
start soon. 

 



Recording Secretary   
 

• Deann had nothing to report. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 

• Post Prom seems to be doing well. 
• Princeton Review money has come in. 
• Julie Warman asked about tax filing.  This is done in the summer. 

 
Committee/Event Updates 
 

• Post Prom was meeting at the same time as the PTO meeting.  They continue to receive donations 
and Jon feels that the donations are coming in earlier this year. 

• Eighty-six students have signed up for Sleep-Out.  That is down from 153 last year.  The deadline 
has passed now, so no additional students will be able to take part.  Some students missed hearing 
about signing up and Jon raised concerns about daily announcements and a lack of attention paid 
to them in some classrooms or parts of the school.  Suggestions were made about using the text 
messaging service, Remind 101 to alert students about clubs and activities, but collecting the cell 
phone number information was an issue.  It was also suggested that announcements could be 
emailed daily, but there were concerns that they would remain unread.  Julie Mampe said that the 
school is actively looking for solutions with today’s technology that might reach the students more 
easily, perhaps Twitter feeds or something.  The subject needs to be revisited in the future. 

• The School Improvement Team (SIT) meets this week. 
• The water cooler for the cafeteria is on hold for now. 
• Deanne King is going to talk to Interstate again about planners now that they are meant to have 

their new pricing structure in place.  The idea would be to offer them along with the 9th grade 
reading list book sale in the spring.  Julie Warman looked into double lock sets and they can be 
purchased for around $6 or $7.  Planners are expected to cost around $3 and a T-shirt about $10.  
The idea would be offer the package for around $20 at rising 9th grade parent orientation. 

 
New Business 
 

• There will not be another meeting until March.  This is typically a quiet time of year, aside from 
Sleep-Out which still needs volunteers and food.   
 

There was no further new business and Jon made a motion to end the meeting.  Barb seconded and the 
meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 
 
The next meeting is Tuesday, March 7, 2017. 


